Model of factors related to tendencies to discriminate against people with AIDS.
This study was done to integrate previous work on discriminatory tendencies against those who have AIDS and the possible role of two new variables, perceived responsibility and God's retribution. Using interview data from 205 randomly selected respondents from "Middletown" (Muncie, Indiana), an empirical model was developed. Ratings on homosexual intolerance had the biggest influence on tendencies toward discrimination against AIDS. This type of intolerance was confirmed as a part of a traditional and politically conservative perspective in which the ideas that those with AIDS are responsible for their predicament and God punishes those who sin play an important role.